
Data on Children on the Move 

in Asia and Pacific

Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on 

Implementing Guidance on Inclusive CRVS 

Systems with a Focus on Forced Displacement, 

Statelessness and Children on the Move

18 March 2024

Jayachandran Vasudevan
Statistics Specialist and Regional MICS Coordinator

UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office



Drivers of Child 
Migration



15%
of migrants is a child

In 2020, the number of international migrants in 

Asia and Pacific reached 95 million;

14.7 million of them were children

Number of international migrants by age, 1990 to 2020 (in millions) 

Source: UNICEF analysis based on United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, 
Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2019 Revision Migrants by Age and Sex, UN, New York, 2019.

Note: International migrants refers to people living in a country or area other than they were born. In case information 

on the country of birth was not available, refers to people living in a country other than that of their citizenship.

II.

II.

Migrant children in Asia and Pacific

11 per 1000 
children live outside their country of birth



International migrant children by region, 2020

2 in 5
live in Asia and Pacific



Forcibly displaced children in Asia and Pacific

7.6 million 

Refugees*

1.8 million 

children internally displaced 

as a consequence of 

natural disasters

Nearly 1 in 2 globally

children were 

living in forced displacement 

as of 2022

As of 2022, 

16.6 million children in asylum 

as a result of conflict and violence 

170 thousand 

asylum seekers

8.9 million internally 

displaced

1 in 80 
Nearly 2 in 3 new internal 

displacements from natural 

disasters occurred in Asia 

and Pacific

*Under UNHCR mandate and UNRWA Registered Refugees



It is all about protecting children 

Protective frameworks

✓ Convention on the Rights of the Child

✓ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

with specific targets related to children 

✓ The Global Compact for Migration

✓ The Global Compact on Refugees 

✓ United Nations Secretary-General’s Action 

Agenda on Internal Displacement

million international migrant children 

(as of Dec. 2020)35.5

43.3 million children displaced by conflict and 

violence (as of Dec. 2022)

25.8 children internally displaced by conflict 

and violence (as of Dec. 2022)

of the world’s stateless people are 

children

of the world’s children live in 33 countries 

classified as high risk of climate change 

impacts 

Millions on the move [Global]



Data Gaps
Data gaps on children living in migration or forced displacement 
are hampering our response

About 3 in 10 countries and territories (29%) do 
not have age-disaggregated migrant stock data

Almost 2 in 5 countries with data on refugees do 
not provide reliable data by age

More than 3 in 5 countries and territories with 
conflict-related internally displaced persons do 
not disaggregate the data by age

29%

Global                                                                        

39%

68%

27%

82%

Asia & Pacific



Children on the Move: Selected Countries in Asia and Pacific



Globally, 166 million children live 

without a legal identity

More than 1 in 3
live in Asia and Pacific



Thanks

For more information
visit data.unicef.org
e-mail data@unicef.org 
 eapdata@unicef.org

https://data.unicef.org/
mailto:data@unicef.org
mailto:eapdata@unicef.org
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