
Session introduction (including child safeguarding guideline): Ms. Terry Ferrari,
Regional Leader for East Asia, World Vision International

Children & youth participation in implementing functioning CRVS systems
                                                         

Why it is important for children to be included/consulted on issues of birth, marriage,
death registration: Child representative 
                         
Key challenges experienced by children, youth and their families in birth, marriage,
death registration: Youth representative
 
Working with communities to improve BR to prevent statelessness
                             

Birth registration among the Sama Bajau in the Philippines: VDO on the Sama Bajau
                             
Experiences in facilitating for birth registration of the Sama Bajau: Atty. Alexander Elias,
City Civil Registrar’s Office of Zamboanga 

Collaboration in the Philippines to increase birth registration coverage among hard-
to-reach populations: State Counsel Melvin Suarez, Refugees and Stateless Persons
Protection Unit, Department of Justices

Key takeaways: Mr. Matthias Reuss, Senior Statelessness Officer, UNHCR Regional
Bureau for the Asia and the Pacific

d d

Overview: 
This background document for the session provides an overview of how civil registration and vital
statistics in Asia and the Pacific is related to the Agenda for Sustainable Development. It also
discusses how progress in civil registration and vital statistics can be used as an accelerator for
progress towards meeting the Sustainable Development Goals to ensure no one is left behind.
Progress in implementation of the Regional Action Framework is assessed with a development
agenda lens, in particular the need to address disparities in the civil registration coverage of
hard-to-reach and marginalized populations, including people living in rural, remote, isolated or
border areas, minorities, indigenous people, migrants, non-citizens, asylum-seekers, refugees,
stateless people, and people without documentation, as well as people living with disabilities. In
this regard, the mid-term assessment results from the Asia and Pacific Civil Registration and Vital
Statistics Decade are examined including registration completeness and inequality assessments
with recommendations for the way forward in the second half of the decade. 

Civil registration and vital statistics as 
an accelerator for the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Purpose:  
The warm-up session will feature the multisectoral collaboration in the
Philippines in improving birth registration among indigenous Sama Bajau who
live in remote areas, and give the voice to a representative from Sama Bajau
community to speak their mind. During the main session, member states as well
as a regional institution i.e., ASEAN-ACWC will share experiences and highlight
areas of efforts for continued assessing and addressing of inequalities during
the second half of the Asia and Pacific Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
Decade. 

AGENDA: 17 November 2021

Co-organizers: ESCAP, UNHCR, World Vision and CRC Asia

Register 
Here 

12:45-12:50

12:50-13:00

13:00-13:07

13:07-13:17

13:17-13:27

13:27-13:30
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