
Member States and associate members of
ESCAP came together in 2014 to agree on
universal and responsive civil registration and
vital statistics systems as critical to achieve
inclusive, equitable and people-centered
development. Understanding the true impact of
COVID-19 on mortality requires reliable data
that are not always available in a timely
manner in many low-resource settings. Further,
while we are far from universal registration of
deaths in Asia and the Pacific, we also know
that the deaths of some population groups are
even less likely to be registered.

Legal identity for all, including birth registration
is key to advance the 2030 Agenda
commitment to leave no one behind. Legal
identity is the basis for realizing many basic
rights and opportunities. Furthermore, vital
statistics based on civil registration records can
be used by governments to measure progress
and make evidence-based decisions and
deliver services to improve people's lives.  
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INVISIBILITY IN COVID-19 TIMES,
MID-TERM AND MID-CRISIS: 
Are we getting everyone in the
picture through civil registration?

SIDE EVENT: ASIA-PACIFIC FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Individuals need legal identity credentials to
access healthcare (including vaccinations),
education, economic opportunities, and
representation. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
this has been further highlighted with national
identification systems providing the backbone
for distributing support in 2020 and beyond.

Despite national and universal efforts to “get
every one in the picture”, disparities in coverage
of hard-to-reach and marginalized populations
remain. We are now halfway through the
Decade and while significant progress has been
made, we are still far from achieving our three
goals of universal registration, provision of legal
documentation to all and production of vital
statistics based on civil registration records.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccCbMXLpK9rROj_qowHBOnQ9UQ1JYR0g2UDVMTExESlJTQUlQVFc2MkQ0OS4u


Speakers

• Civil registration as foundation for legal identity. Strengthening
civil registration and vital statistics through a holistic approach and
integrating civil registration with ID systems can contribute towards
ensuring that everyone is counted and that the SDGs deliver a life of
dignity for all. 

• Civil registration and vital statistics is an accelerator for SDG
achievement and building back better post COVID-19, legal identity
and accurate information on the population are essential for
monitoring mortality and service delivery in the response and
recovery to crises.
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